
Ice Cream Parlor and Museum



“�Tony, You and your soda fountains – ice cream 
parlor are pure magic! Love the music machines!”–Charles Osgood, CBS Sunday Morning 

“�To this day, my mom’s eyes will light up like  
a Christmas tree at the mere mention  
of a chocolate soda, to which she 
would add, from The Greeks! ”–Nancy S.

“�Returned to its  
early 1900 
elegance, 
Zaharakos will 
serve as a magnet 
for visitors from all 
over the world.”–Mayor Fred Armstrong,  
City of Columbus,  
June 6, 2009 

“�Lew [Zaharako] told me 
one time that one of the 
original brothers invented 
the GOM sandwich, and 
named it such. The GOM 
was used in their ‘Cheese-
Brrrgrrrs,’ and was one of 
the most popular sandwiches 
they sold.”–David S.

Awards & Recognitions Since 2009
Company of the Year 2009.  
The Business Connection and Columbus 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Southern Indiana Preservation 
Award. Historic Landmarks Foundation  
of Indiana. 2009.

Proclamation by the City of Columbus:  
June 6, 2009 Zaharakos Ice Cream 
Parlor and Museum Day.

Century Award. Indiana Economic 
Development Corporation. 2009.

2013 Award for Best  
Ice Cream/Confections.  
Local Eats®.

Daughters of the American 
Revolution certificate and 

insignia pin. December 2011. 

The 50 Things Every Hoosier Must 
Do! No. 1 — Sit at the counter at 
Zaharakos. Indianapolis Monthly  
August 2010.

Gom Sandwich named Super 
Sandwich. Indiana Office of Tourism 
Development. January 2012 Superbowl.

Best Ice Cream Parlor. The Official  
Best Of Indiana website. 2010.

Featured in The National Trust for  
Historic Preservation’s travel blog,  
Gozaic. June 2010.

National Publications
Saturday Evening Post.

National Geographic.

Mechanical Music Journal of  
The Musical Box Society International. 
Welte Orchestrion featured September/
October 2009.



A Greek family’s determination 

and dedication created a historic 

landmark in Columbus, Indiana 

over 100 years ago. When the 

doors closed in 2006, what 

seemed lost was found by a local 

businessman with a passion for 

soda fountains and mechanical 

music instruments. The restoration 

of this treasure is his gift to the 

community for generations to come.

History
Timeline



Hearing a Welte (WELL-tee) orchestrion 
play at the 1904 World’s Fair also 
inspires the family to add musical 

delight to the menu. In 1907 the 
brothers order a Style 3 Cottage 
Orchestrion from M. Welte & Sons 
in Freiburg, Germany. The self-
playing pipe organ delivered in 
1908 provides the rich, full sound 
of an orchestra through 184 pipes.

A visit to the 1904 World’s Fair in  
St. Louis inspires the brothers to  
add ice cream and sodas. They  
give a Tiffany-style lamp and 
water dispenser on display 
at the fair a permanent 

home on the front bar 
of Zaharakos. They 
also buy a pair of Liquid 

Carbonic soda fountains.

On January 12, Lewis, Pete and 
James Zaharako pay $50 to rent a 
former shoe store at 329 Washington 
Street for a year. Ten months later, 
they “cordially invite the public 
to…examine their fine line of 
candies” when they open for 
business on October 20. The 
brothers live above the store. 



The decade begins with a modern 
makeover to the storefront after a car 
crashes into it in 1959. Cars pose new 

threats to the business as the first 
drive-through McDonalds in 1955 
leads to over 700 by 1965. The 

convenience of packaged soda and 
ice cream in stores also appeals to 
customers. Yet so do the hand-pulled 

sodas at Zaharakos.

Zaharakos has become a social center 
in Columbus, especially for youth who 
form lines to call home: “I’m at the 
Greeks!” The next generation of 
the Zaharako family adds a self-
service area during World War 
II and creates a welcome home 
destination for service 
men and women.

With “air conditioning” of the time 
being a circulating fan and a cool 
drink, the Zaharako brothers grow 
their business by expanding fountain 
service. Liquid Carbonic Company of 
Chicago designs a spectacular 50-foot 
double backbar of mahogany, mirrors 
and marble for the two Mexican onyx 
fountains from the World’s Fair—one 
for each brother behind the counter. 



Did You Know?

In 2007 a community effort to save 
Zaharakos leads local businessman 
Tony Moravec to purchase the building. 
Convinced Zaharakos is a “gem worth 
polishing,” Moravec buys back the 
orchestrion and inspires those working 
on the project to restore the building to 
its 1911 elegance and expand it into the 
building next door. Over 3,000 attend 
the Grand Re-Opening on June 6. 

Four grandchildren of James 
Zaharako—Lew, Ted, Jim and Ann—
manage the ice cream parlor. As 
Lew’s health declines, the group sells 
the Welte orchestrion and closes the 
doors. In a remarkable 106 years of 
business, three generations of the 
family have turned their hard work, 
dedication and time into an enduring 
gathering place for the community. 

In the 1920s, ice was delivered 
in 300-pound blocks. Making ice 
cream required 3,000 pounds of 
ice. Ice cream is still made in the 
basement with state-of-the-art 
equipment.

By the 1980s, nearly all of 50,000-
plus soda fountains in America 
had disappeared. Zaharakos 
became a rare presentation of 
American history, celebrated in 
National Geographic, Time, and 
the Today Show.



  Museum
Collection

Unlike any other ice cream 

parlor in the nation, Zaharakos 

has the largest collection of 

pre-1900 soda fountains on 

public display. You can listen 

to the rare and magnificent 

mechanical music instruments. 

Gaze upon the country store 

tin collection, and while there, 

take home a “made in the USA” 

souvenir to remember your 

Zaharakos experience.



Welte Orchestrion (Circa 1907) 
Manufacturer: M. Welte and Sons 
Freiburg, Germany

The only orchestrion in America 
still on public display in its original 
location, the Zaharakos Welte has 
delighted customers since 1908 with 
a magnificent sound from 184 pipes of 
wood, brass and tin. This orchestrion was 
restored by Durward Center, a restoration 
expert inspired to his career when he 
heard the Welte play as a teenager.

Imhof & Mukle Orchestrion (Circa 1883) 
Manufacturer: Imhof & Mukle 
Vöhrenbach, Germany

This rare example of a medium size, 
pinned cylinder orchestrion has a 
sweet, gentle sound. Each pin on the 
rotating cylinder represents a note or 
function of the organ, with over 100 
pipes simulating the sound of flutes, 
violins and clarinets. This orchestrion 
was originally made to be hand-cranked 
with a weight-driven motor.

Imhof & Mukle / Welte (Circa 1870) 
Manufacturer: Imhof & Mukle 
Vöhrenbach, Germany

The pinned wooden barrel played 
by the original orchestrion was 
replaced in the late 1890s with a 
Welte roll-playing system, expanding 
the number of possible tunes from 
one to the many available Welte 
rolls. The Philadelphia Opera Hall in 
Pennsylvania played this in the early 
1900s, and Hayes McClaran restored 
it for Zaharakos.



Seeburg Style L Coin Piano (Circa 1925) 
Manufacturer: J.P. Seeburg Piano Company 
Chicago, Illinois

This small “Lilliputian” nickelodeon 
was the best-selling model during 
Prohibition, fitting into small 
speakeasies or delighting 
families in a theater or ice 
cream parlor. Theaters that 
couldn’t afford musicians 
to play with silent movies 
might buy a nickelodeon.

Banjo-Orchestra Replica (Circa 1914) 
Manufacturer: D.C. Ramey Piano Company 
Marysville, Ohio

Although orchestrions will amaze you 
with their power and size, this banjo-
orchestra offers pure delight. Drop in a 
quarter to choose from 180 songs. Then 
watch metal brackets play the strings of 
a real banjo, accompanied by the piano, 
snare drum, tambourine, triangle, wood 
block, castanets, bass drum and cymbal 
also in the case. 

Welte Orchestrion Paper Rolls

Over 200 rolls of music include polkas 
and folk songs, opera and symphonies, 
Christmas carols and the Zaharakos 
theme song: Scott Joplin’s “The 

Entertainer.” Each roll uses a 
sequence of punched holes 
to control air flow to the 
instrument. The extensive 
collection makes its home in 

the Mechanical Music Library. 

Mechanical Music



Two of the most enduring flavors  
were created by pharmacists. In 1885, 
Dr. Charles Alderton at Morrison’s Old 
Corner Drug Store in Waco, Texas, 
mixed over 20 ingredients to create  
Dr Pepper®. Slogans like “Drink a Bite 
to Eat at 10, 2, and 4” recognized the 
soda’s complex, rich taste. A year later, 
the world’s best-known soda began in 
Atlanta, Georgia, on May 8, 1886, when 
Dr. John Stith Pemberton carried a jug 
of his Coca-Cola® syrup to nearby 

proudly displayed glass and porcelain 
syrup dispensers, enticing customers to 
have a drink. Some of these beautiful 
vessels are on display at Zaharakos—
each one a reminder of a flavor, brand, 
and moment in time. 

In the 1800s, sodas would offer fizzy 
relief throughout the year. Hot sodas 
could be savory for warmth on a 
winter’s day, and cold sodas could be 
sweet with a little “extra something” 
(alcohol or caffeine) to revive one’s 
energy. Pharmacies and other stores 

Syrup Dispensers



Other syrups provided customers with a 
spicier flavor. While on his honeymoon, 
pharmacist Charles E. Hires discovered 
a delicious herbal tea and was soon 
selling Hires Root Tea in Philadelphia. 
He introduced Hires Root Beer® at 
the 1876 U.S. Centennial Exposition 
in Philadelphia, launching America’s 
original root beer.

phosphate drink. While some breweries 
made nonalcoholic “Near Beer,” the 
Schoenhofen Edelweiss Brewing 
Company of Chicago made Green River 
syrup and bottled Green River soda, 
providing a flavor 
so popular that Al 
Jolson and John 
Fogerty recorded 
songs about the 
bright green drink. 

Jacobs’ Pharmacy to be mixed as a 
soda for 5 cents a glass. 

Popular fruit-flavored syrups included 
Grape soda, a favorite with children 
then and now. Orange, grapefruit, 
lemon and lime syrups created sodas 
with a citrus bite, a zesty alternative to 
beer when alcohol sales were banned 
in January 1920. Prohibition can be 
thanked in part for the success of the 
Green River® soda, a refreshing lime 

Paper soda straws were displayed in beautiful 
glass jars—and are still served at Zaharakos.



Soda Fountain (Circa 1894) 
Manufacturer: American Soda Fountain Company 
Boston, Massachusetts  

This rare soda fountain used in the 
early days of Jahn’s original ice cream 
parlor was acquired from the last Jahn’s 
in Richmond Hill. The top row includes 
two kinds of beer (Mead and Peru’vn, 
or Peruvian), a carbonated water spigot, 
and two kinds of mineral water (Deep 
Rock and Geyser). Twelve syrups for 
sodas included banana and pineapple.

Soda Fountain (Circa 1850s-1860s) 
Manufacturer: Otto Zwietusch Soda Fountain  
	 Apparatus, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

The manufacturer, Otto Zwietusch, 
started his factory in Milwaukee in 
1858, focusing on manufacturing 
“Soda Water Apparatus.” The 

fountain was designed to 
have an ornate carbide lamp 
that burned the acetylene gas 
created when calcium carbide 
reacted with water. 

Puffer Soda Fountain (Circa 1888) 
Manufacturer: James W. Tufts  
Boston, Massachusetts 

The first Jahn’s ice cream parlor 
opened in 1897 in the Bronx, New 
York. By the early 1930s, the 
owner built three more parlors—
one for each of his children. This 
“Puffer” soda fountain was acquired 
from the Jahn’s in Richmond Hill. 
The marble syrup labels created for 
this fountain in the 1880s included 
Catawba, a syrup with wine.

Soda Fountains

A Coca-Cola leaded glass light on a marble dispenser base (Circa 1915)



Shelburne Soda Fountain (Circa 1890s) 
Manufacturer: Lippincott 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Charles Lippincott of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, started producing soda 
fountains in 1832. In 1891 he joined 
the “trust” that became the American 
Soda Fountain Company. This fountain 
is made of Mexican onyx, features the 
original mirror, and has an ornate top 
of hardwood painted to resemble stone. 
Two of Lippincott’s sons would continue 
in the business.

Key Note Soda Fountain (Circa 1902) 
Manufacturer: Liquid Carbonic Acid Mfg Company 
Chicago, Illinois

When Jacob Baur and his brother 
began managing the family pharmacy, 
carbonated water for sodas was made 
on site. To simplify this process, Baur 
founded the Liquid Carbonic Corporation 
in 1888 for the “manufacture of carbonic 
gas in steel cylinders.” Early salesmen 
would often give demonstrations in 
vacant lots to ease customers’ fear that 
the gas would explode.

Haussling Soda Fountain (Circa 1890s) 
Manufacturer: Haussling Soda Apparatus Mfg Co 
Newark, New Jersey

In early 1890s Henry Haussling and 
his son Jacob began manufacturing 
soda fountains and related items. By 
1908, Jacob created the H Haussling 
Company for “all kinds” of bottling, 
including mineral water and Haussling’s 
Wild Cherry, a “health drink.” Jacob 
would also serve as mayor of Newark, 
New Jersey, four times.  



Did You Know?

Zaharakos Soda Fountains (Circa 1904) 
Manufacturer: Liquid Carbonic Company 
Chicago, Illinois

In 1904, the Liquid Carbonic display 
at the St. Louis World’s Fair inspired 
the Zaharako brothers to purchase the 
two Mexican onyx soda fountains on 
display during the fair, installing one in 
1905 and adding the second in 1911 
when the 50-foot backbar was added. 
Soda jerks still draw carbonated water 
from these fountains to make hand-
crafted sodas.

Cottage Soda Fountain (Circa 1869) 
Product Line: Arctic Soda Water Apparatus 
Manufacturer: James W. Tufts,  Boston, Massachusetts

James W. Tufts released his first 1863 
catalog featuring Arctic line fountains 
shaped like a box. The Cottage model  
from 1869 added a “roof.” 

Oracle Soda Fountain (Circa late 1880s) 
Manufacturer: R. M. Greene and Company 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The inventor of the ice cream soda,  
Robert M. Greene created many soda 
fountains, including the Oracle (above right). 

In the early 1900s, the soda jerk 
was king of the fountain, using a 
jerking action on the fountain spigot 
to add soda water to drinks. This 
expert of carbonation used colorful 
slang to call out orders:
Black cow: root beer float
Break it and shake it: put eggs in it
Cat beer: milk
Dog soup: water
Eighty-seven and a half: a pretty girl
Eve with the lid on: apple pie
Hold the hail: no ice
House boat: banana split
Purple cow: grape soda  
with vanilla ice cream



Restoration 
 Preservation

A century is a long time. 

And time is not always 

kind. From the coal soot 

above the tin ceiling tiles 

to linoleum covering the 

original maple flooring, 

previous “improvements” 

were removed and the 

parlor is now back to its 

early 1900s elegance.



When belief in restoring Zaharakos 
turned to action, what seemed lost when 
Zaharakos closed in 2006 was found 
anew. Contractor Loran Roberts led a 
talented crew in the restoration project. 

The purchase of the building next 
door created new space for a modern 
kitchen, museum and country store.  
The old Zaharakos kitchen 
became the Whitman 
party room and Coca-
Cola® booth. The 1960s 

storefront was replaced with a façade 
for both buildings like the one that 
graced Zaharakos over 100 years ago.

The warmth of Zaharakos comes from 
its amber waves of grain: the mahogany 
backbar, oak cabinets and maple floor. 
Restoring the beautiful wood grain meant 
removing the old finish and adding new 
stain, varnish, and hand-rubbed wax. The 
restored backbar is spectacular with the 
warmth of mahogany and mirrors. Brass 

carvings now have a golden brilliance, 
and the stained surfaces of marble and 
onyx have been polished to a clean, 
creamy white.

Across from the backbar, the display 
cabinets of quarter-sawn oak showed 
the wear of 100 years of use: a dark and 
bubbled surface and tin repair strips in 
the lower cabinets to keep the mice out 
and the candy in. The restored cabinets 
glow with the warmth of oak.

Original Edison light bulb 

After (June 2009) After (June 2009)

Before

Before



Before
Before

Beyond the backbar and cabinets, the 
carved archway invites you into the 
mirrored dining hall. Restoring this room 
meant using authentic soda fountain 
chairs and tables with black wire frames 
and golden oak tops, now ready for 
children and the 
young at heart.

Restoring this room 
began with removing 
the mirrors and 
oak panels to 

organ that was sold in 2006 and 
repurchased in 2007. One of the 
world’s leading restorers, Durward 
Center, dedicated several years to 
ensuring the music played today is as 
inspiring as when it first played in 1908.

Pulling away the layers of linoleum 
revealed the building’s original maple 
floor—almost on level with the maple 
floor next door. 

For years, the spacious skylights of 
Zaharakos had provided welcoming 

reveal two hidden treasures: a photo of 
a priest who had blessed the business 
and an original Edison light bulb, its 
glass unharmed when it fell in the wall. 

Each panel was refinished 
and returned to the dining 
hall along with the photo, a 
blessing for the future.  

The centerpiece of the 
mirrored dining room is the 

1908 Welte orchestrion,  
a magnificent self-playing  

After (October 2013) After (July 2011) After (December 2009)

Before



Did You Know?

light from the outside. Water, wind and 
time damaged the skylights on the roof, 
the skylight wells, and the tin ceiling. 
The old walls were made with lathe 
and plaster—thin horizontal strips of 
wood covered by plaster. More forgiving 
than modern drywall, the plaster took 
in water for years before damage 
bubbled to the surface.

Water had also damaged the tin 
ceiling, with the beautiful pattern 
on many of the thin tiles pitted and 
rusting away. How much easier 
it would have been to install a 
new ceiling. But when you restore 
a building like Zaharakos, the 
original has value beyond the 
repair. Each tile was repaired  

to close the pitted holes and  
re-create what had rusted away. 

The ceiling you see now is over 
100 years old.

Restoration has taken what was 
once lost and found it anew 
in the spacious skylights of 
Zaharakos…its amber waves 
of oak, mahogany and maple 
grain…and the sweet sounds 
of a Welte come home again. 

During the restoration, the beautiful 
Tiffany-style lamp made by the 
Liquid Carbonic Company in 1904 
was too fragile to move. It was 
protected in place by a sturdy 
box and then restored by Charles 
Baker, including the original 
spigots for serving water on the 
marble base.

The original front doors, stored in 
the basement for 60 years, were 
restored and used for the Whitman 
party room, named after the 
Whitman Chocolates decal that 
remains intact on one of the doors, 
along with its original mail slot.

Jewelers Regulator clock (Circa 1910-1912)

After (June 2009)

After (July 2013)

Before

Before



Crystal Parlor 
        Libraries

Until 1914, the Zaharako family 

lived above the restaurant. Now, 

an office, two libraries, and a 

Victorian parlor showcase rare 

and extensive collections.



When Zaharakos re-opened on June 6, 
2009, the basement had become a 
modern ice cream manufacturing area, 
and the first floor had been restored to 
its 1911 elegance. 

Yet even as the Welte orchestrion filled 
the first floor with music, the second 
floor held quiet reminders of the past. 

The second floor had become a 
storage area for a rolltop desk, 
documents from the business, and 
family photos from the late 1800s.

As Loran Roberts continued the 
restoration project with his team and 
design historian Debra Slone, the 
simple apartment facing Washington 

Street was transformed into a 
magnificent, Victorian-era loft. Named 
the Crystal Parlor, this elegant suite 
of rooms includes a formal dining area, 
ready to be reserved for high-end 
events and beautifully illuminated by the 
crystal chandelier reflected in the mirror.

From the gilded ceiling trim to the 
luxurious wall coverings, period lamps, 
and golden oak floor, every detail of 
the Crystal Parlor tells a story. Custom 
burgundy curtains soften the view of 
Washington Street, and ivory roller 

Crystal Parlor



Inspired by the generous donation of 
over 70,000 documents from Joyce 
and Harold Screen, the Soda Fountain 
Library preserves and displays this 
collection of journals, advertising, trade 
pieces, and paper goods from the soda 
fountain era from the mid-1800s 
into the early 1900s. 

The Soda Fountain Library 
also honors the “Father of 
the Soda Fountain” with a 
display on John Matthews 
that includes a soda 

shades filter the natural light through  
a hand-cut lacy pattern. 

The rolltop desk left behind in the 
dusty second floor would be restored 
and placed in a new office area in 
the back, along with a Mechanical 
Music Library of hundreds of rolls 
of music for the Welte orchestrion, 
Banjo-Orchestra, and Seeburg 
nickelodeon. The many business 
documents piled in boxes and filed 
in metal cabinets have become the 
Zaharakos archive. 

Libraries

fountain mounted to the wall (above 
left). His earlier 1832 lead-lined box 
mixed sulfuric acid with marble dust, 
bringing the equation of 

Acid + Marble = Soda
into the marketplace to create the 

soda fountain trade.

Ice cream display table with 
cast iron legs and swing out 
stools (Circa 1900)



perfect memento in the country store 
before returning to the mirrored dining 
room for a Gom sandwich and music 

from the Welte orchestrion.

You can gather family and 
friends from near and 
far in the cozy Coca-
Cola® booth, the private 
Whitman party room, or 

the spacious Green River 
banquet hall upstairs. 

The Crystal Parlor and Soda Fountain 
Library continue the legacy of the 
Zaharako family. On October 20, 1900, 
the three brothers opened the doors 
of opportunity to a future they couldn’t 
imagine but were ready to create. 

That desire to offer unforgettable 
experiences lives on at Zaharakos. 
You can still order a hand-pulled 
soda at the 1911 bar and then visit 
the soda fountain and mechanical 
music museum. Look for the Soda counter, bar stools and  

cash register in the Whitman roomCoffee grinder 

At Zaharakos, 
everything new 
is old again—
beautifully 
restored and 
ready for you. 



“Jacob Baur Still Recognized,”  
Tribune-Star (July 3, 2010)

Slanging American Youth (xroads.virginia.
edu/~ma04/hess/Slang/kids.html)

mcdonalds.com

American Druggist and Pharmaceutical 
Record (April 28, 1902)

American Soda Book of Receipts  
and Suggestions (1863)

coca-cola.com

drpeppermuseum.com

Durward Center, Historical Instrument 
Restorations

Encyclopedia of Automatic Musical 
Instruments (1972)

“Everything Old Is New Again” by Peter 
Allen and Carole Bayer Sager (1974)

Gene Nordquist, Soda Fountain Historian

greenriversoda.com

Harold Screen, Soda Fountain Historian

“John Matthews: Father of the Soda 
Fountain” (www.fohbc.org/PDF_Files/
JohnMatthews_DYates.pdf)

James W. Tufts Arctic Soda Water 
Apparatus Catalog (1888)

James W. Tufts Soda Water Apparatus 
Book of Directions (1887)

Milwaukee County Historical Society

Newark: The City of Industry 1912

Richard Stalker, Soda Fountain Historian

Richmond Hill Historical Society

The Sweet Memories of Zaharakos  
by George Zaharako (1993)

The Dispenser’s Formulary (1905)

The Liquid Story 1888-1988 (1988)

The Republic (Columbus, IN)

The Soda Depot

The Southern Pharmaceutical Journal 
(August 1909)

Zaharakos Archives

Coca-Cola is a registered trademark  
of the Coca-Cola Company.

Dr Pepper and Hires Root Beer are 
registered trademarks of Dr Pepper/
Seven Up, Inc.

Green River is a registered trademark  
of the WIT Beverage Company.
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